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Pere Borrell was born in Puigcerdà where he must have received his initial artistic training. 

In 1856 he moved to Barcelona where he worked as a cabinet-maker in order to fund his 

studies at the Escuela de Bellas Artes [School of Fine Arts] where his name was still 

recorded as a student in 1863. At that school he studied with Claudio Lorenzale and Luís 

Rigalt. As Fontbona observed, Borrell initially inclined towards realism and in 1868 

founded a private academy in which he applied his methods, based on observation and 

depiction from life. 

 

In 1873 he married Teresa Pla Villalonga, a former student of drawing. They had ten 

children of whom four - María, Ramón, Julio and Salvador - were also painters. In 1897 

Borrell and Francesc Guasch co-founded the Society of Fine Arts in Barcelona. Notable 

among its students were Romà Ribera, Joan Ferrer, Francesc Galofré, Adrià Gual, Josep 

María Sert and Ricard Canals. 

 

The inventory of Borrell’s paintings published by Fontbona in 1973 has allowed for a 

detailed knowledge of his output. Half his works are portraits. The present example, 

painted in the early years of the 20th century, depicts the artist’s granddaughter Teresa 

Borrell Beltrán, daughter of Julio Borrell Plá, with her godparents the Clausolles. The frame 

was designed by the artist himself, evident in the fact that his design for it appears on the 

back of the canvas (figs. 1 and 2).  
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Fig. 1. 
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Fig. 2 
 
 
 

 


